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Abstract

Shakespeare clubs flourished 100 years ago, motivated in part by the desire to educate members and their
communities about the moral lessons they attributed to Shakespeare’s works. The Shakespeare Club of Camden,
Maine created a card game as a teaching tool. This note examines how the game works, the assumptions of the
game’s creators, and mentions some ambiguities, factual errors, and differences between the way Shakespeare was
taught then and is taught now. Judging the past from the position of the present is not the point here, but to simply
understand the perspective of the fans who created this game with the hope that our attempts to teach Shakespeare

now will not be unkindly judged a century from now.

Shakespeare clubs have not quite disappeared from America, but they flourished in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The clubs comprised mostly women with the leisure to
gather for reading, reciting, and discussing Shakespeare with the goal of bettering themselves
and their communities. It was believed that Shakespeare’s stories were a great source of moral
instruction, with Hamilton W. Mabie even calling Shakespeare “an educator” (1027). 4 Study of
Shakespeare: An Instructive Game should be understood in these contexts.
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Figure 1. Game box top.



The game was created and published by the Shakespeare Club of Camden, Maine in 1897. It

consists of 60 numbered cards with 5 to 7 questions per card. The instructions are simple. Read

Figure 2.
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The Study of Shakespeare
An Instructive Game.

PRS0
DIRECTIONS.

Decal five cards, and placc the rest of the pack in the
center of the table. Tiach player asks any one guestion
on his cards to the player at his left, if not answered
correctly the same question goes around the cirele, if
still unanswercd; thic card is reseryed for anofifer tivi.
The next player asks a question and il answered cor-
rectly, the winner gains that card—placing it on the
table in front of him, the loser draws a card from the
pack. When the pack is exausted, and players hand
out, the game is over. The once winning the largest
number of cards wins the game.  Answers at the Lop of
cach card.

PRICE 50 CENTS.

Address all orders to the
SITAKESPTART, CI.UB,
Camden,
Copyrighted. Me.

Figure 2. Instructions.
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The title of each card is the answer to all the questions on that card. 25 plays from the 37-play
canon are included. Excluded are All’s Well That Ends Well, the Henry VI plays, Love’s
Labour’s Lost, Measure for Measure, Pericles, Richard 11, Titus Andronicus, Troilus and
Cressida, and Shakespeare’s non-dramatic poetry. Eight plays receive one question card. Three
plays receive four. Plays with passionate soliloquies were fashionable at the time, so Henry VIII
and The Winter’s Tale are represented by four cards along with Othello. This was also the era of
character criticism: Bradley published Shakespearean Tragedy in 1904, so most cards study
Shakespeare’s characters but nineteen cards, nearly a third, have questions about Shakespeare’s

stories, though the questions are generally similar to those on the character cards.

29
King Henry VI, Play.

Vvhat play has a divorce trial, a
marriage, a coronation, a birth and
a christening?

In what play is Elizabeth eulo-
gized?

Where is the following quotation
found:
“O how wretched ]
Ts that poor man that hangs on princes’

o Y2

favors.

In what play is:
“An old man, broken with the storms of
state
Is come to lay his weary bones among ve,
(3ive him a little earth for charity.”

What play was begun by Shake-
speare and handed over to the
dramatist Fletcher to finish?

Figure 3. King Henry VIII, Play card.
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Some answers reflect the state of knowledge that informed non-specialists had at this time. The
last question in Figure 3 is an example. It is now believed that John Fletcher wrote 1.3-4, 3.1,
and 5.2-4 of Henry VIII, the two authors working separately on their shares of the play.
Shakespeare’s share was not an incomplete job that was “handed over to the dramatist Fletcher
to finish.” The game creators assume only one answer is correct, but on the Othello, The Play
card below the second question can be answered Richard III, Aaron, Saturninus, and one can
argue for other characters as well. Another quirk is that [ago is not named. It is possible that

detestable character was taken to be Othello by some being quizzed.

41

Othello, The Play.

What play describes the tragedy
of a free and noble nature, so un-
done by diabolical insinuations that
murder and self-destruction result?

In what play is found the most
detestable of Shakespeare’s charac-
ters?

Name the tragedy in which a
murder was committed as much
through the agony of being com-
pelled to hate what was loved, as
jealousy.

Where is the quotation:
“Trifles light as air
Are to the jealous confirmations strong
As proof of holy writ.”
In what play is:

“0O I have lost my reputation!
I have lost the immortal part of myself.”

Figure 4. Othello, The Play card.



“SHAKESPEARE GAME”

The second question on the Merry Wives of Windsor card takes an attractive piece of
Shakespearean mythology as fact. Shakespeare club members lacked the benefits of modern

scholarship.

26
Merry Wives of Windsor.

What play is essentially prosaic,
and the only one written almost
entirely in prose?

What play was written under
compulsion, by order of Queen
Elizabeth, in fourteen days?

In what comedy does a fat knight
figure in a laundry basket, as Dame
Pratt, also as Hern, the hunter?

Name the comedy in which two
women circumvent and bring to
ridicule a fat and amorous knight?

In what play is the quotation:

“0O what a world of vile, ill-favoured
faults
Looks handsome in three hundred pounds

127

a-year!

Where is the quotation:

“There is divinity in odd numbers, in
nativity, chance or death.”

Figure 5. The Merry Wives of Windsor card.

When a character appears in multiple plays, the questions on that character’s card may be
answered by multiple plays. The Mark Antony card is an example. The second question refers to

Antony and Cleopatra and the third to Julius Caesar.
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35
Mark Antony.

Who was a genius without moral
fiber?

Who fell captive to the charms of
the

“Sorceress of the Nile?”

Who delivered the most memora-
ble funeral oration upon record?

Who looked upon life as a game
in which he had a distinguished
part to play, which he played with
magnificent grace and skill?

Who said:

“This was the most unkindest cut of all.,”

Who was obliged to leave Rome
in the disguise of a slave, and take
refuge in Caesar’s camp?

Who cited the people to rage and
mutiny by showing them Casar’s
bloody gown?

Figure 6. Mark Antony card.

This card also illustrates the subjectivity of a few questions in the set. Is Antony without moral

fiber when he sends Enobarbus’s treasure after him? The writer(s) of this card had opinions

about Antony, but those opinions are debatable. The question is also an example of the

ambiguity already mentioned: surely, Richard III is as valid an answer, and perhaps more valid.
A very few questions make no sense; the first on the King Lear, The Play card is an

example.
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28
King Lear, The Play.

What play is incorporated with
another, the combination of which
constitutes the beauty of the whole?

In what tragedy are the charac-
ters, while they remain individual
men and women, ideal, representa-
tive and typical?

In what play does the fool be-
come a sort of philosopher to the
king?

I'he ending of what play was
made happy instead of tragic by
Nathan Tate?

In what play is the quotation:
“The gods are just and of our pleasant

vices
Make instrumentis to plague us.”

In what play is the quotation:

“NMen must endure
Their going hence even as their eoming
hither.”

Figure 7. King Lear, The Play card.

The answer may be conflations of the 1608 quarto and 1623 folio versions of Lear, but other
plays have divergent quarto versions, such as Othello (1622) and Richard II1I (1597). The
question implies this is true of only one play. My answer may not be the answer intended, but
what else can this question mean? The question does not have enough information.

The Henry VIII character card goes outside the play for answers. Question four is about

one of the books King Henry wrote and there is a quotation from Sir Walter Raleigh in the
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penultimate question. The game otherwise teaches about Shakespeare’s characters, stories, and

quotations, so it is surprising that this card alone uses outside biography.

18

Henry VIII.

What king represented the
houses of York and Lancaster?

Who married his brother’s wid-
ow?

Who divorced his qucen and
married her maid of honor for his
second wife?

Who first won the title of “De-
fender of the Faith” by writing a
book against Luther?

Sir Walter Raleigh says: “If all
the patterns of a merciless prince
were lost, they might all be painted
out of the story of this king.” Who
was the king?

Who said:

“Read o’er thisiand after, this, and then

to breakfast with what appetite you
have.” -

Figure 8. Henry VIII card.

The cards do not ask about Shakespeare’s life, stages, early modern dramaturgy, or performance
history, all standard when teaching Shakespeare today, and indeed Nicholas Rowe included a not
always accurate biographical sketch in his 1709 edition of Shakespeare’s plays. The questions
instead reveal the study methods of the club, according to the anonymous review of the game in

the Bowdin Orient.

At this remove it is easy to question the effectiveness of what we would call trivia

questions to teach some of Shakespeare’s dramatic works. This game fails to touch the often-
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complex ideas and debates vocalized by Shakespeare’s characters and contrasted in his plots and
subplots. Many questions reduce the plays to the characters and reduce the characters to the traits
that interested the Club members who created the game. This approach was supported by some

rather famous Shakespeareans of the time, as seen in the endorsements at the bottom of this

advertisement.
Tn Shakespeare?
The Shakespeare Club, Camden, Maine, have issued a
game compiled from the plays and characters of Shakespeare.
It can be played by any number or used as a study in the
home. As a sample the cards read as follows:—
é Opbelia.
What woman lost her mind after
the death of her father and developed
a fondness for flowers and singing?
Who said:
Rich gifts wax poor when givers prove unkind™
Hamlet, the Play.
e - e

l
In what play was Edwin Booth
best known ?
Where is the following quotation :
“A litie more than kin and less than kind.”

It is copyrighted. There are six or more questions on each
card, sixty cards in a pack. Amnswers are found at the top of
each. Price 50 cts. For sale at stationers, or address

S~

Ty CAMDEN, MAINE.

TESTIMONIALS.

From Prof. W. J. Rolfe —The plan of
out. It ought to be of service in schools am
;smdﬁled. by leading the young people to &

The Shakespeare Club,

game is a good one and is well carried
ies, where only a few of the piays are

t eading and thus get better acquainted
with Shakespeare’s large company of men and women. [ shall take pleasure in com-
mending it.

From Horace Howard Furness.—S:
+ twice blessed—it blesses him that gives an

ly this charming game, like mercy, is
1 that takes, and all must arise from it

; with a knowledge of Shakespeare deepened and familiarized by playing it. I greatly doubt

that age can wither it or custom stale its infinits variety.

From Prof. H L. Chapman, Bowdoin College.—I wish to congratulate
the club on the ingenuity and good judgment shown in the construction of the game. |
hope it will have the success it deserves, and & will certainly give me especial pleasure to
commend it,

From the OutlooK.—The Shakespears Club of Camden, Maine, has turned its knowi-
edge of the great dramatist’s works to excellent account by the game called “The Study of
Shaksspeare.” The game cannot be played by an ignorant person nor can it be played
without gaining additional knowledge of Shakespeare’s plays and characters.

TRMAATRO8 e,

Figure 9. Advertisement.!
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Rather than judge the game and its creators from our position in the future where we can
condescend without directly engaging the people we judge, we might better regard this game as
an opportunity to see Shakespeare fans from over 130 years ago go about the business of being
Shakespeare fans, an opportunity to understand Shakespearean engagement from their

perspective, and consider how we might look to Shakespeareans 130 years in the future.

! Note the claim of at least six questions per card. A dozen of the cards have five.



The author wishes to thank Tara Olivero for confirming some impressions about Shakespeare

clubs.
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